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ditions been shaped for a really free union of equals, as opposed to the former relations between ruler and oppressed. Even a certain degree of industrialisation of the predominantly agrarian parts, though " unreasonable " from the point of view of the dominant interests in the former Monarchy, may ease federation, for it may strengthen the readiness of those parts to enter it, as well as the position of the union as a whole towards foreign customers. Certainly, any kind of Danubian union, even if it included the industrial West of the basin, would be a greater exporter of agricultural than of industrial products : the more of the former it could consume within its own borders, the less the danger of those lands again becoming excessively dependent on one over-mighty customer.
Evidently, certain obstacles have to be removed before federation can become possible or even desirable from, the point of view of the democratic forces. Oppressive internal regimes, dependent for their survival on extreme nationalism, would not only complicate the national issues as regards frontiers, minorities, or parts of the leading nationality which, like the Groats, desire a higher degree of autonomy, but by relying on foreign support they might also prevent any common international policy. Reduction of the consuming and purchasing power of the peasantry involves increased dependence on foreign markets for food exports, in all probability on Germany in consequence of her geographical position. The extreme, though not the only exahiple of an internal regime obviously incompatible with federation is that of the Hungarian landlords, with their revisionist claims and their accordingly aggressive international policy, and with their determination to preserve the virtual serfdom of the majority of their own people, not to speak of the minorities that are unlucky enough to pass under their sway. Without their downfall no federation among the Danube peoples would be possible. But the problem of the Hungarian regime differs only in degree 1 from that of royal military dictatorships in Rumania and Yugoslavia.
It is clear enough that these obstacles must be overcome before Danubian federation can become a practical issue. It is likely that they will be, but it is not at all clear what regimes will follow. They may be of a very similar character in all the territories between Austria and Rumania or Bulgaria, whether
1 As regards its social and national content it is certainly the most reactionary of them ;   as regards its outward forms, it is the most civilised.